
CNMT 100 - Principles of Computing

Section 2, Fall 2020 Syllabus

Instructor: Kevin Schoenecker
Office Hours: Online, see Canvas for times or email for appointment
email: kschoene@uwsp.edu

Class Meetings: online

Catalog Description: Explore the foundations of modern computing to include the creation
of computational artifacts, the Internet, big data, digital privacy and security, algorithms, pro-
gramming, and the societal impacts of computing.

Text Rental: Morley, Deborah. Understanding Computers in a Changing Society 6th ed.
Stamford, CT: Cengage Learning, 2015. ISBN: 9781285767710. The book is available from
UWSP Text Rental. Additional information and links will be posted on Canvas. Projects using
software packages will be done throughout the course. Some topics may include spreadsheet
applications (for example Excel), Python programming language, html, shells, text editors,
databases, and others.

Help: Ask questions as they arise. Use video chat (Zoom for example), email, and Canvas to
communicate.

Policies: UW-Stevens Point values a safe, honest, respectful, and inviting learning environ-
ment. In order to ensure that each student has the opportunity to succeed, a set of ex-
pectations for all students and instructors have been developed. This set of expectations is
known as the Rights and Responsibilities document, and it is intended to help establish a
positive living and learning environment at UWSP. Check here for more information: https:

//www.uwsp.edu/dos/Pages/Student-Conduct.aspx

Academic Integrity: Academic integrity is central to the mission of higher education in gen-
eral and UWSP in particular. Academic dishonesty (cheating, plagiarism, etc.) is taken very
seriously. For more information, see the UWSP “Student Academic Standards and Disciplinary
Procedures” section of the Rights and Responsibilities document, Chapter 14, which can be
accessed here: https://www.uwsp.edu/dos/Pages/Student-Conduct.aspx

Disability Accommodations: The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal law re-
quiring educational institutions to provide reasonable accommodations for students with disabili-
ties. If you have a disability and require classroom and/or exam accommodations, please register
with the Disability and Assistive Technology Center and then contact me at the beginning of the
course. I am happy to help in any way that I can. For more information, please visit the Disabil-
ity and Assistive Technology Center, located on the 6th floor of the Albertson Hall (the Library).
You can also find more information here: https://www.uwsp.edu/datc/Pages/default.aspx

Grading:

Assignments and Quizzes 75%
Final Exam 25%
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Grades: Here is the percentage with minimum grade you will earn.
93% A 90% A− 87% B+ 83% B 80% B− 77% C+

73% C 70% C− 67% D+ 60% D

Other Important Notes: I reserve the right to exercise discretion in raising a student’s
grade if the final weighted average does not appear to reflect the quality of a student’s work
(for example, because of one low exam score early in the course). I will not use discretionary
judgments to lower a student’s final grade. The weighting of the scores may change if it results
in a higher percentage for the student, e.g. drop lowest quiz. Do not count on this as it may
not happen. This information is subject to change. Extra credit opportunities may be given
throughout the semester. You should not count on it though since there may be none.
The course handouts and lectures are the property of the instructor, and may not be copied,
recorded (including, but not limited to audio, or video recording), or redistributed anywhere
including websites without the instructor’s permission.

Final: Monday, December 14, 2020 from 10:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m..


